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‘We want to
prove ourselves’

CONAN MENDOZA
Deccan Chronicle
he autorickshaw run has always
attracted foreigners looking for
adventure in India. The most
recent ones to be attracted to such a
challenge are brothers, Alexander
and Leopold Schoeller. But what people might
not know about them is the fact that these two
brothers are heirs to a 500-year-old industrial
dynasty in Germany. The brothers were in
Coimbatore recently, before they set out for
their long and tedious journey in an auto, visiting Info Institute College of Engineering in
Coimbatore to interact with the students of
the college.
The brothers are the next generation heirs
to the Schoeller Industries in Germany,
which have strong footing in diverse businesses. But their visit to Coimbatore however
was not entirely for business as they were
here to visit their friend Kanishka
Arumugam, who runs an engineering college
at Coimbatore. Alex the elder of the two
opens says about their visit, “We basically
came to India to experience the country
through its people and we thought no better a
way than the autorickshaw run. Our pit stop
at Coimbatore was to visit our friend and his
family’s establishment. He had invited us to
be a part of an interactive session with his
students who were eager to learn more about
Germany and its industrial outlook. It was
kind of him to invite us, especially because it
was an eye-opener to India for us.
Coimbatore is the first city that we have visited since we landed in Mumbai, a few days
ago.
Their visit to India isn’t just about fun and
frolic. They are also here on a mission, “Our
intention of visiting India goes way beyond
just the auto-run. We are also here to scope
and survey the potential of the country as we
do have plans to expand our businesses here.
We are well aware of the fact that Coimbatore
apart from Pune is well known across the
globe for its various industries and business
and are looking to tap into the Indian market.
While they may be part of an industrial
dynasty, and their family name carries an
added weight back in Germany, it didn’t deter
their spirit to find their own paths as individuals. They went onto creating an image for
themselves by starting their own line of
lifestyle products back in Germany called
Stramici. Alexander shares, “Our father
always taught us to be innovative right from
a young age, and while this business of ours
may be our brain child, to prove our mettle as
men and heirs to a conglomerate, we need to
first prove ourselves. If all goes well, we
might be back soon to set up operations in
India,” he signs off.
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